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2.   HOW DO I KNOW IF MY CHILDREN QUALIFY AS HOMELESS, MIGRANT, OR RUNAWAY? Do the members 

of your household lack a permanent address? Are you staying together in a shelter, hotel, or other 

temporary housing arrangement? Does your family relocate on a seasonal basis? Are any children living 

with you who have chosen to leave their prior family or household? If you believe children in your 

household meet these descriptions and haven’t been told your children will get free meals, please call or 

e-mail your school, homeless liaison or migrant coordinator. 

3.  DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD?  No. Use one Free and Reduced Price School 

Meals Application for all students in your household. We cannot approve an application that is not 

complete, so be sure to fill out all required information. Return the completed application to one of your 

children’s schools.

4.  SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY 

CHILDREN ARE ALREADY APPROVED FOR FREE MEALS?  No, but please read the letter you got carefully 

and follow the instructions. If any children in your household were missing from your eligibility 

notification, contact your school immediately.

5.  CAN I APPLY ONLINE? If available, you are encouraged to complete an online application instead of a 

paper application. The online application has the same requirements and will ask you for the same 

information as the paper application. Contact your school if you have any questions about the online 

application.

6.  MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR.  DO I NEED TO FILL OUT A NEW ONE?  Yes.  Your 

child’s application is only good for that school year and for the first few days of this school year.  You 

must send in a new application unless the school told you that your child is eligible for the new school 

year.  

7.  I GET WIC.  CAN MY CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS?  Children in households participating in WIC may be 

eligible for free or reduced price meals.  Please send in an application.

8.  WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes. We may also ask you to send written proof of the 

household income you report. 

9.  IF I DON'T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year.  

For example, children with a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free 

and reduced price meals if the household income drops below the income limit.

10. WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL'S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION?  You should talk to 

school officials. You also may ask for a hearing by calling or writing to: 

Hearing Officer Name: John Susino Address:540 Farview Avenue,  Paramus, NJ - 07652
Phone Number:  (201)343-6000      Ext: 4056
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